AKC DELEGATES MEETING
June 29, 2009
Sunday, June 7

Sunday was a day of special staff presentations that involved a program to increase the number of entries in that sport, particularly at All-Breed shows. For many years the entries have dropped and it is not apparent that Rally has been the expected stepping stone into Obedience. Because of the loss of money on these events there will be a move to include new titles and classes and make the sport more ‘user-friendly’. Involving the mixed breeds and junior classes with 4-H members may be the savior, but there needs to be a change of attitude on the part of die-hards to make the sport more welcoming and ‘user- friendly’.

Also there was another two hour meeting on Legislative agendas and how our department works when it is contacted about proposed legislation that is not in our favor or restricts our rights to own, show, and breed intact animals.  I serve on the PAC committee and we will be attempting to get our clubs and members to donate so that we can support these legislators who support us. In September we will kick off a campaign to raise money around the country for this purpose. Anyone needing help on a local or state level should contact the AKC legislative department for assistance and aid in how to proceed. I also can give some direction or advice on how to proceed.

Monday, June 8
Monday was a rough day because we had open house at the new facilities and I had a PAC meeting to work on the new campaign. So that left just the afternoon for all committee meetings and informal caucuses. Since I am the liason to both Health and Obedience, I had to miss the Parent Club meeting where there was discussion of next year’s meeting where we can only have one representative attend. Also they are working on all Code Of Ethics and have requested material from all clubs. MCOA has submitted our information as requested.

Health- There were no great decision making changes but they are attempting to get a research project started that would compare health issues in pure-bred  and mixed breed dogs to dispel the myth that the latter are healthier. The Morris Foundation will consider this with Dr. Glickman.

Obedience- The discussion here was on the ways the fancy could increase entries and there were many great ideas but no action. That drives me nuts but we shall persevere.

Caucus - this program was about the Group Realignment which gets voted on in September which does not really involve us since we stay in Working. Others (but very few), are still fussing about the number and placements but most are on-board and we shall see how the vote goes in September. Professional handlers are concerned about two groups at one time but the superintendents are on-board with no complaints, so it should pass; but one can never tell.

Tuesday, June 9

This was the official meeting date. A program on all the data that is available online at AKC was amazing…but I am not a computer nut or nerd so it did not impress me, but got my friends all excited. When I see something great or a something  to explore I can forward it to anyone on the board who would be interested.
There were no important votes and nothing earthshaking happened. That is because we spend so much time hashing things out in committees, small meetings, at meals, in the lounge, etc. 

June is usually our ‘dead’ meeting, and there is a thought to do away with it to save the clubs’ money, and do some work online. We will have to see where that goes because you walk a very thin line in suggesting anything that may be presumed to be a way of taking power from the delegates.

So we live to right another day and I cannot tell you of the special meeting the board had because most things discussed are works in progress and the Chairman does not want anything slipping out until he explores and says ‘go’ and the board officially votes at a regular meeting. Most things are good for the sport and I am sure you will like the co-contemplated changes.

Respectfully Submitted, 
Dr. Bill Newman 
Delegate, Board Member, PAC Board, Health Liason, Obedience Liason, Appeals Committee, Group Realignment and I also do dishes but not there.
