AKC DELEGATES MEETING
                                                                                                                                                             September, 2009

Saturday- September 12th: Grants Committee of the CHF
We spent the entire day reviewing numerous grants already seen by us and rated research scientists. Several hundred thousand dollars was awarded. Of interest to us is that grants on Lymphoma and Osteogenic Sarcoma were funded including the Modiano Minn Grant that was the highest rated last year but not funded then. We helped get that started this time with our donations. Most of the opposition was jealousy and personal but it is overcome now.

Monday-September 14th
This was supposed to be a day of committees but the board had emergency sessions continually on the Group Realignment. What happened was that the Malamutes and Siberians pulled out of the Northern Group. We, the board, had voted for the groups with the understanding that they were in. But they backed out at the last minute. SO, do you go ahead without the two big breeds, do you make them go into a new group against their wishes or give up?

We decided that Parent Club rights are very important and must be considered in the decision making process. Also we need to rethink the alignment now with these developments. Needless to say there was an uproar and we finally decided that the body could make the decision what to do and we are to review it and report in March.

Obedience- Summary

Although I missed this one, they did work on assignment limitations for judges and moving dogs from ineligible class on the day of the event. Also they do not oppose the concept of deaf dogs in companion events but would not support dogs with other problems. Best leaving that alone as long as deaf dogs may participate, once the change comes to the board and then off to the delegates for approval.

Health- Summary
Again an emergency board meeting kept me away from this one as well, but there were no real problems to be solved.  Canine Influenza will be the next printed article and if I have not already I shall see that health issues go to our club publications for all of our people to read. Bayer and Royal Canin are on board again to supply vet students with materials on pure bred dogs and also to support seminars for the students.
Numerous vet tech scholarships (about $25,000) and vet student scholarships ($150,000) were awarded as we usually do.

CHIC, which was suggested by our group, now has 122 breeds, 53,714 numbers dispensed, and has 8,500 samples from 135 breeds.  33 breeds have more than 50 samples and recently they sent samples to Cornell for hips and elbow dysplasia research as well as cruciate rupture study.  By the way, CHF did not fund more research on that in Wisconsin, which I think has been a waste.  We are still attempting to develop a study to show that mixed breeds are not necessarily healthier than pure bred dogs. CHF will work on this with us since it is very important for PR issues. 
Main Meeting- Tuesday September 15

At seven o’clock AM I was on a panel discussion on how to get our club people to educate their vets on legislative issues and the position statements that AVMA makes that are against us. It was productive and we did make good points but it is an uphill battle. As representative from the AKC Board to the AVMA, I have opened the lines of communication with quarterly meetings of the two groups. NO, we have not made great progress, but we are still talking and calling each other by first names.

Forum- Grand Champion

We spent some time discussing this new class which in essence gives people a chance to earn something by taking their specials into the ring and losing. The judge can award the next best male and female specials an award that would give them points based on dogs defeated towards a new title called Grand Champion. The only complaint I heard was that you could not show neutered dogs and this will be reviewed and a statement made perhaps after our next board meeting.

Some very few people are still trying to sink the Mixed Breed Program but it is here to stay. Only lack of interest, or poor advertising by us can make it fail now.

Our Nominating Committee has been formed to pick Board candidates and I am up for reelection if I so decide. Presently I am in the YES mood, but so many want to be on the board for the wrong reasons, self agendas, social position and financial perks that it is an uphill battle. Time will tell.

The separation of the 12 to 18 was approved but it is not mandatory; only optional for show giving clubs.

The bad news wast he continuing bad registration and litter figures, significantly affecting the bottom line. Cuts have been made and the stock market is better, but if we can list one percent of mixed breed dogs in America (40,000,000) we will be okay. My argument has been we need their numbers, and political influence to keep our sport alive and healthy and they need our knowledge and dog skills.

PARENT CLUB MEETING

As I said I missed all the meetings and this one especially because it conflicts with my Obedience. They did discuss the Code Of Ethics issue i.e. the fact that they are reviewing those from all clubs, to see where they vary, where there is common ground and how those deficient can be improved --and how those clubs that are successful in enforcing their code accomplish that.

The two gals involved in the project are very sharp and long time friends who will do a great job. I turst that they will have something for me soon but if not, and our MCOA committee wishes to move forward with changes, they can supply us with the information on what others are doing in those areas.

I have suggested to our board’s committee that they proceed but make no final recommendations until the final Parent Delegate Committee report is available.

Also it will be a major topic at the next biannual conference to be held in Georgia in August of 2010 and we will send a representative chosen by our board. If reelected to the AKC board I must attend.

Respectfully Submitted,

Dr. Bill Newman


